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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed December 12, 2006 has been entered. Claims 1 - 6 are 
pending. Claim 1 has been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements 
of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claiml is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by David Chou 
(Pub. No U.S 2003/0004984) hereinafter "David". 
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For claim 1 David teaches data storage system having a plurality of terminal 
apparatuses of users connected with a data storage unit of a service provider via a 
computer network" (See paragraph [0020]), said data storage unit storing data from 
inside said terminal apparatuses so that the stored data are subsequently used by said 
users (See paragraph [0030]), said data storage unit comprising: 
"connecting means for connecting said data storage unit of said service provider with one 
or more terminal apparatuses associated with each of said users via said computer 
network independently of types of said terminal apparatuses (See paragraph [0022], 
[0024-0025]); 

"file storing means for allocating to each one of said users a user area of a 
predetermined size in which to store data from inside the respective terminal apparatus 
of a user in question" (See paragraph [0020]); 

"file managing means for managing the data being stored in said file storing means (See 
paragraph [0030]); 

"data format converting means for automatically determining the type of terminal 
apparatus of a user other than the user in question and for performing, a data format 
converting process"(See paragraph [0028-0029], [0044]) 

"wherein, in response to a use request from any user other than the user in question, 
said data format converting means automatically converts stored data of the user in 
question into a format compatible with the type of the terminal apparatus used by the 
user other than the user in question for connection to the system, the converted data 
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being used by said terminal apparatus through which said user other than the user in 
question has sent said use request" .(See paragraph [0020-0025]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
David in view of Deepak Puri (Pub No. US 2001/0037241 ) hereinafter "Puri". 

For claim 2, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give above 
for rejected claim 1 above. David does not explicitly teach "data disclosure controlling 
means to enable each user to manage the conditions under which the respective stored 
data in said data storing means are allowed to be used" and "wherein said data 
disclosure controlling means enables the data for which said use conditions have been 
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set by each user to be used by users other than the user who stored the data in 
question into said data storing means". 

However, Puri teaches "data disclosure controlling means for managing use conditions 
under which said stored data in said data storing, means are allowed to be used" (See 
paragraph [0039]) and "wherein said data disclosure controlling means enables the data 
for which said use conditions have been set to be used by users other than the user 
who stored the data in question into said data storing means" (See paragraph [0040]). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify David by teachings of Puri. Puri's system is unique in that not all users require 
a user name and password to access the data storage, but entering a username and 
password would help identify whether or not the user is a specific type of user. 

For claim 3 this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give above 
for rejected claim 2 above. David does not explicitly teach "announcing means for 
announcing that the data for which said use conditions have been set are usable by the 
users other than said user who stored the data in question into said data storing 
means". 

However, Puri teaches "announcing means for announcing that the data for which said 
use conditions have been set are usable by the users other than said user who stored 
the data in question into said data storing means" (See paragraph [0075, 0100]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify David with the teachings of Puri, because the announcing means 
works as a matching base that matches a potential buyer with a seller. 

For claim 4, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give above 
for rejected claim 3 above. David does not explicitly teach "wherein said announcing 
means makes the announcement to a specific user other than said user who stored the 
data in question into said data storing means". 

However, Puri teaches "wherein said announcing means makes the announcement to a 
specific user other than said user who stored the data in question into said data storing 
means" (See paragraph [0114]). 

For claim 5, this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give above 
for rejected claim 3 above. David does not explicitly teach "means for establishing either 
in response to a request from another user before said announcement, or after said 
announcement". 

However, Puri teaches "means for establishing either in response to a request from another 
user before said announcement, or after said announcement"(See paragraph [0076]) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify David by teachings of Puri, wherein Puri's teachings included finding a 
potential buyer and contacting the buyer, without the matching process. 
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For claim 6 this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the argument give above 
for rejected claim above. David does not explicitly teach "recording means for recording 
settings of said use conditions and a history of uses by the other users of the data for which said 
use condition have been set". 

However, Puri teaches "recording means for recording settings of said use conditions and a 
history of uses by the other users of the data for which said use condition have been set" (See 
paragraph [0039-0041]). 

|t would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify David by the teachings of Puri, because obtaining a user name and 
password through registration would have included the need to enter varied information 
which becomes the users profile, likewise the history or interest of a user may be based 
on relevant data enter by the user. 



Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant 's arguments filed December 12, 2006 been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The examiner respectfully transverse applicant's argument. 
As per claim 1 , applicant argued David does not teach "data format converting means 
for automatically determining the type of terminal apparatus of a user other than the 
user in question and for performing a data format converting process". 
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On the contrary at paragraph 0028-0029 & 0044 David's teachings includes a personal 
profile or personalized content webpage, wherein contents to be shown on mobile 
devices could be edited/updated by an editor (user in question) or automatically edited/ 
updated. However, when a user access the web content with any mobile device, the 
content format is been transcoded from a first language (HTML or Chtml) into 
secondary language (WML, cHTML, PDX or other formats) depending on the mobile 
device (terminal apparatus). The system can pre-define output parameters. Therefore 
applicants invention functions the same way as David's i.e. applicants argument on 
page 6 of the remarks; pages of the user in question been transcoded based on the 
terminal apparatus of a second user is synonymous to David's teachings of the editor's 
content been transcoded based on the mobile device (terminal apparatus). 

"wherein, in response to a use request from any user other than the user in question, 
said data format converting means automatically converts stored data of the user in 
question into a format compatible with the type of the terminal apparatus used by the 
user other than the user in question for connection to the system, the converted data 
being used by said terminal apparatus through which said user other than the user in 
question has sent said use request". On the contrary David's teachings includes a user 
requesting an html page which was written by another user, and the request can be 
outputted to the users PC or mobile device, to fit the screen of the device used to 
request the page. (See paragraph [0020-0025]). Likewise at paragraph 0029 David 
teaches contents to be showri on mobile devices could be edited/updated by an editor 
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(user in question) or automatically edited/ updated. However, the content will be 
transcoded from a first language (HTML or cHTML) into secondary language (WML, 
cHTML, PDX or other formats) depending on the mobile device (terminal apparatus) 
used to request the content by the user (second user). Thus applicant's invention 
functions the same way as David's: the system allows not only the editor into the 
system but also other users to use the contents of the editor (user in question). The 
other users (second user) mobile device (terminal apparatus) is automatically 
determined by the present system and the content are converted/transcoded into a 
format compatible with the mobile device for connecting to the system. Thus, the 
claimed invention is not distinct over the prior art of David as argued by the applicant. 
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CONCLUSION 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OLUBUSOLA ONI whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2738. The examiner can normally be reached on 10. 00-6. 30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, TIM VO can be reached on 571-272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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